Watoto Children's Choir Brings Taste of Africa to Grand-Falls Windsor

For Immediate Release

May 5, 2009: Watoto means “The Children” and these children are on a mission. Through inspirational songs and compelling stories, the Watoto Children’s Choir is spreading a message of hope for Africa’s children. 

The Watoto Children's choir will be bringing their concert to various cities across the province of Newfoundland and Labrador throughout the month of May. Join the Watoto Children's Choir for their Concert of Hope in Grand-Falls Windsor on May 16th and 17th.. The Concert of Hope is a free, family- friendly event featuring African rhythm and harmonies. The music is accented by brilliant costumes and inspirational stories from the children of  Watoto Children’s Villages in Uganda, East Africa. You will be moved by the music and captivated by the energy of these talented Ugandan children. 

The Watoto Children's choir is on tour across Canada to promote awareness about important international issues and to raise support for Watoto, a child-sponsorship organization that cares for over 1,700 children in Uganda, East Africa. The organization cares for children that have been orphaned or abandoned as a result of the AIDS epidemic, civil strife, extreme poverty, or other catastrophic events. The goal of Watoto is to raise the next generation of Ugandan leaders by pursuing excellence in academic achievement, practical skills, and integrity in conduct, so that each child becomes a responsible and productive citizen.

Events Info:

The Watoto Children's Choir Concert of Hope

When: Saturday, May 16th at 7:00PM.

Where: Windsor Pentecostal Church, 97 King Street, Grand-Falls Windsor.

Cost: The concert is FREE and open to the public. A free-will offering will be taken.

Or

When: Sunday, May 17th at 11:00AM..

Where: Windsor Pentecostal Church, 97 King Street, Grand-Falls Windsor.

Cost: The concert is FREE and open to the public. A free-will offering will be taken.

Or

When: Sunday, May 17th at 6:30PM.

Where: Evangel Pentecostal Church, 131 Grenfell Heights, Grand-Falls Windsor.

Cost: The concert is FREE and open to the public. A free-will offering will be taken.

For more information or to  view the Choir's Newfoundland and Labrador Tour schedule please visit www.watoto.com

 HYPERLINK "http://www.watoto.com/"
 or by calling 250-920-8615.

Opportunities for interviews with members of the choir are available. Hear first-hand from the Ugandan children and adults about the current situation in their country and the message of hope they are sharing with the Canadian public. 

About Watoto: Watoto was established in 1994 as a compassionate response to the critical AIDS crisis in Uganda, East Africa. Today, Watoto is impacting the lives of more than 1,700 children by providing for their physical, emotional, education and spiritual needs. Through holistic care programs, Uganda's AIDS orphans and abandoned children are given hope, purpose, dignity and meaning. Watoto's purpose is to 

RESCUE A CHILD • RAISE A LEADER • REBUILD A NATION. For more information please visit www.watoto.com.
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** High Res Photos and Fact Sheet available upon request.

Media Contact:

Sarah Gulbrandsen

Public Relations, Watoto Canada

Email: pr@watoto.ca
Phone: 250.920.8615

Fax:1.866.303.5792



Background Info/Media Relations Tactics:

I managed the media relations for the Watoto Children's Choir 2009 concert tour. This press release is an example of  the information that was sent out to the media a few weeks prior to the choir's concerts in Newfoundland and Labrador. Over the course of six months, more than thirty releases were sent out to selected cities all across Canada.  Each press release was customized for their corresponding city and event type. 

The following is an example of a story that was a result of the press release sent out to the Grand Falls/Windsor region of Newfoundland. http://www.ganderbeacon.ca/index.cfm?sid=255287&sc=305 . 

During the 2009 Watoto Children's Choir tour numerous outlets picked up the their story. They were featured in print, radio and television in cities through out Canada. Outlets such as CBC Radio, CTV, the Miracle Channel and multiple local newspapers featured stories of hope and compassion about the Children's Choir and their cause.

Because Watoto Canada is a non-profit organization, I made every effort to ensure that I was budget conscious while promoting the concert tour. Rather than spending their budget on a pricey media database, I conducted my own searches and created a master database that the organization could use in the future. Instead of working with a pricey media monitoring service, I set up Google alerts and email alerts through SocialMention.com. In the end, I was able to track nearly 60 traditional media hits and numerous social media mentions. This was a 24% increase in media exposure from their previous concert season.

